
Dr. DeRionne Pollard is the current president of Nevada State College (NSC).  She was 

appointed by the Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) Board of Regents in April to lead 

NSC, a four-year public comprehensive institution. NSC is one of the fastest-growing colleges in 

the country and is designated as a Minority Serving Institute (MSI), Hispanic Serving Institution 

(HSI), and Asian American Native American Pacific Islander Institution (AANAPI).  NSC also 

advances phenomenal teaching and superb student support to expand and diversify an 

educated workforce, thereby protecting social justice and economic mobility.  Dr. Pollard began 

her tenure at NSC on August 16, 2021. 

Dr. Pollard is the first Black female president of any NSHE institution.  She has held previous 

roles at the College of Lake County and served as president of both Montgomery College 

(2010-2021), and Las Positas College (2008-2010). 

Dr. Pollard is deeply connected to her community, having served on the American Association 

of Community Colleges’ 21st Century Commission on the Future of Community Colleges, the 

Commission on Academic, Student, and Community Development, and the Board of Directors.  

Dr. Pollard is a member of the Ascend Postsecondary Leadership Circle for Parents and the 

Center for First-generation Student Success Advisory Board for the National Association of 

Student Personnel Administrators.  She also serves on the Board of Directors for the Capital 

Area Food Bank, and she recently joined the Board of Directors of Las Vegas Global Economic 

Alliance (LVGEA). 

Dr. Pollard was named one of Washington's 100 Most Powerful Women by Washingtonian 

Magazine, won a 2017 Academic Leadership Award from the Carnegie Corporation of New 

York, and a Visionary Award from the Washington Area Women’s Foundation.  She holds a 

bachelor’s and a master’s of arts in English from Iowa State University and a Ph.D. in 

educational leadership and policy studies in higher education from Loyola University Chicago.  


